
Stand 1 - Forest Boundary

The Mendocino National Forest boundary sign is located at the mouth of Powder House
Canyon and is a good location to begin the Staff Ride. It offers a good view of the point
of origin and terrain layout. This site also has suitable parking and is easy to find.

The Rattlesnake fire was started at approximately 14:30 on July 9, 1953. It was the second
of two arson fires started by the same individual. The first fire was called the Hull Fire
and was set near Chrome, about 10 miles north of this location on County Road 306. The
Hull fire was suppressed at 11 acres on State land.

The Rattlesnake Fire was started on Mendocino National Forest land, along Alder Springs
Road, at Oleta Point approximately 2 miles from this location. It was discovered by Mr.
A. B. Miller while he was returning to Alder Springs from the Hull Fire. Mr. Miller had
to drive past the fire to a point near Powder House Turn to verify that the lookout at Elk
Creek Butte had seen and reported the fire to central dispatch at Willows. He reported
that the fire was 25’ by 30’ when he passed it.

Click to see travel map.

Click to see Orthophoto with fire edge and NAD 27 GPS locations for stands shown.
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Figure 1: The beginning point, Stand 1, of the Rattlesnake Fire Staff Ride is easily identified
by the Mendocino National Forest Boundary sign at the junction of Highway 162 and Alder
Springs Road.

Figure 2: Looking west from Stand 1 at the mouth of Powder House Canyon you can
identify Oleta Point (to the right of the telephone pole), which was the Point Of Origin for
the Rattlesnake Fire.
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